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urers and desperadoes who disturb the peace. Vigl
lance committees may be regarded as incipient
spontaneous governments, without any motive of
ambition or emolument. So far as mere protection
from anti-social tendencies is concerned, they seem
to prove that government would always originate
itself spontaneously. How far it would go if these
motives were permanently absent seems, then, to be
the real question.

It is therefore clear that society would not only
exist without other government than that which
would originate spontaneously from other causes
than the desire to rule, but also that it would pro-
gress in some degree. This progress might be
regarded as typically genetic, and the exclusive
product of the normal action of the social forces
directly modifying the environment in the interest
of society.

I have stated this hypothetical case in order to
draw the distinction as clearly as possible between
genetic progress and telic progress. So large a part
of even past social progress has been telic that it is
extremely difficult to separate the two. Still, from a
certain point of view, nearly all the progress thus
far attained may be regarded as genetic. In the
sense of being the result of the normal action of
natural laws all of it must be so regarded.

There is a sense, then, in which society makes
itself, is a genetic product, and its progress takes
place under the general law of evolution that pro-